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policy in order to stop the negroes trading with interlopers. The
records of English voyages to Mina afford many instances of
this policy and its results. The Portugales', declared one negro
to the friendly English in 1556, 'were bad men, and... they
made [the blacks] slaves if they could take them, and would put
yrons upon their legges'; and when in 1558 William Towerson
sent one of his pinnaces to buy gold at Ahanta, 'neither the
captaine nor the negros durst traffike* for fear of the Portuguese
(docs. 142,145).
One further method of safeguarding themselves against the
negroes remained to the Portuguese, and that was to build more
forts. This they did. They erected a fort at each end of the Mina
coast, but they never succeeded in fortifying the Malagueta
coast1. Axim fort, situated at the western end of the gold-
bearing region, was built as early as 1503. Its importance was
magnified by the fact that the negroes of Axim kingdom ob-
tained quantities of gold from the inland region of Denkira, and
that the King of Axim was in a position to close the trade-route
down to the coast. Details of the vigorous traffic pursued by the
Portuguese at Axim may be obtained from various records in-
cluded in this volume (docs. 16, 18, 38, 44, 133). At the eastern
end of the Mina coast, they built a fort at Accra, but there is
very little reliable evidence of its existence before I5y62. Their
trading agents also established themselves in Samma, which
according to tradition was first fortified in 15262; it is certain
that they had ordnance in this town by 1555 (doc. 133). These
forts were subordinate to Sao Jorge da Mina, and their officers
took orders from the governor of the castle, who was virtually
also governor of all the Portuguese establishments on the Gold
Coast. But if these forts were subordinate, they yet served a
treble purpose, protecting the gold trade from interlopers, offer-
ing shelter and assistance to the galleys from the castle, when
they cruised along the coast to punish a rebellious chief or drive
off an interloper, and enabling the Portuguese to overawe the
1 They made at least two attempts to establish forts on the Malagueta
coast, one in 1532-3 (Blake, pp. 126-7), and a second in 1540 (docs. 64, 65,
66).
a Blake, p. 102.
* P, Roussier, UtiablissementcTIssiny, 1687-1702 (1935), p. 10.